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Abstract

With the deepening of education reform, how to combine ideological and political
education with subject teaching has become the focus of educators' attention. Ideological
and political education integrated throughout curriculum is a new teaching concept,
which requires teachers to combine the new teaching concept with the teaching
activities of various subjects, so as to impart students' knowledge and guide them to
establish correct values. In middle school English teaching, the implementation of the
new teaching concept by teachers can enhance students' different abilities such as
language ability, cross-cultural communication ability and cultural confidence. Based on
the relevant literature, the author will discuss how to integrate the elements of
ideological and political education in middle school English teaching and put forward
some appropriate teaching suggestions.
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1. Introduction

In new era, the fundamental task of education is to improve students’ moral development.
English teaching is an important part of school education. English teachers not only need to
impart students with language knowledge, but also cultivate their comprehensive qualities and
shape their correct values. The proposal of the new concept of integrating ideological and
political education into courses provides a new perspective and method for middle school
English teaching. The author will introduce the new concept, explore its application in middle
school English teaching, analyze the problems that arise when implementing the new concept
in English teaching, and provide corresponding teaching suggestions in the following part.

2. Current Political Background

As the process of globalization accelerates, the cultural exchanges between the East and the
West are becoming more and more frequent, which has a profound impact on the ideas of young
people. The country attaches great importance to the implementation of the new concept in
English teaching. In 2016, at the national conference on ideological and political work in
colleges and universities, General Secretary Xi Jinping put forward the fundamental task in the
field of education is to establish morality and nurture human beings, pointing out that
educators should integrate ideological and political education into all aspects of teaching and
learning activities, so as to promote the all-around development of students[1]. In 2019, at a
symposium for teachers of ideological and political theory courses in schools, General Secretary
Xi further proposed optimizing the curriculum system, pointing out that various subjects
should cooperate with the ideological and political education courses[2]. In 2021, the General
Office of the CPC Central Committee issued the Opinions on Strengthening the Construction of
Marxism College in the New Era, advocating the establishment of an all-round education model
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to ensure that the ideological and political elements in the curriculum and the special
ideological and political courses can develop simultaneously[3]. In 2022, the Ministry of
Education and nine other departments jointly launched the Work Plan for comprehensively
promoting the construction of "Big Ideological and Political Courses"”, requiring the
establishment of reform pilot areas, combining small ideological and political classes with the
social environment, so as to promote the coordinated development of various courses and
ideological and political courses[4]. These guiding documents have emphasized the importance
of teachers implementing the new concept under the background of the new era.

3. Connotation

Ideological and political education integrated throughout curriculum is a teaching concept that
refers to the subtle integration of ideological and political education into the knowledge,
experiences and activities that students learn, so as to have a positive and lasting impact on
students' thinking and behavior. Some scholars believe that the teaching concept is guided by
socialist core values and aims to establish a curriculum system that covers all students and
educates them throughout the course, and ultimately cultivates students' moral development
by digging deeply into the ideological and political education elements in each course[5]. Other
scholars believe that curriculum ideological and political education emphasizes the
combination of disciplinary characteristics and ideological and political education
characteristics, and that this concept is carried through the entire teaching process, both in
terms of fostering students' socialist core values and promoting the overall improvement of
students' comprehensive qualities in teaching practice[6]. The idea of ideological and political
education integrated throughout curriculum responds to the new requirements of the times,
that is, teachers should not only impart knowledge and skills, but also shoulder the
responsibility of guiding values and cultivating morality.

4. The Difference between Ideological and Political Courses

4.1. Ideological and Political Education Integrated Throughout Curriculum

Ideological and political education integrated throughout curriculum is a kind of teaching and
learning concept, which emphasizes the integration of ideological and political education into
classroom teaching, and cultivates students' moral development through some teaching
contents and methods. The essence of the new concept is not to add a course or an activity, but
to integrate the ideology and politics education into all aspects of curriculum teaching, so as to
achieve moral cultivation[7]. The main purpose of new concept is to realize the effective
combination of talent training and moral education, and to build an all-round education system.
This system is committed to improving students' core qualities and promoting their all-round
development[8]. According to the English Curriculum Standards for Senior High Schools (2020
edition), teachers should implement the whole unit teaching, dig deeply into the educational
value of each unit theme, and establish the educational goal of each unit[9].

4.2. Ideological and Political Courses

Ideological and Political courses refer to those courses specially set up to cultivate students'
morality. These courses are designed to help students understand and master national policies,
laws and regulations, civic awareness, history and culture. The ideological and Political courses
mainly include Basic Principles of Marxism, Introduction to Mao Zedong Thought and
Theoretical System of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics, Outline of Modern and
Contemporary Chinese History, and Ideological and Moral Cultivation. The purpose of
Ideological and Political courses is for teachers to teach systematic theories, guide students to
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establish correct values, and cultivate their patriotic spirit, civic awareness and sense of social
responsibility.

5. The Relationship between Ideological and Political Courses and
Ideological and Political Education Integrated Throughout Curriculum

5.1. The Same Goal

General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out, "Throughout history, each country has cultivated
talents based on its own political ideals and domestic needs. The world's top institutions, which
are recognized internationally, have been established and developed gradually by actively
serving the social progress and economic development of their own countries. In China, the
core goal of the socialist education system is to nurture successors who can actively participate
in national construction and carry on the socialist career[10]. Although the new concept and
the ideological and political courses differ in teaching content and form, their ultimate goal is
the same, which is to cultivate students’ moral development.

5.2. Complementarity

Ideological and Political courses provide students with systematic ideological and political
theoretical knowledge, while Ideological and political education integrated throughout
curriculum is to combine these ideological and political theoretical knowledge with students'
professional knowledge, so that students can understand and apply these theoretical
knowledge in specific learning practices, and the two complement each other.

5.3. Sharing Resource

Ideological and Political courses can provide rich educational resources for other courses; in
turn, the experience accumulated in the practice of the new concept can feed the content
innovation and teaching reform of Ideological and Political courses.

6. The Necessity of Implementing the New Concept

In today's world, educators not only carry the mission of imparting knowledge and skills, but
also shoulder the important task of cultivating new-age citizens with correct values and a sense
of social responsibility. In the face of the complex and changing situation at home and abroad,
especially in recent years, some regional incidents such as the "Hong Kong violence" , we have
more deeply realized that ideological and political education integrated throughout curriculum
plays an irreplaceable role in cultivating students' national and civic consciousness, building a
harmonious society, and maintaining national security. Taking "Hong Kong violence" as an
example, we can analyze the necessity of ideological and political education integrated
throughout curriculum from the following aspects.

6.1. Safeguarding National Political Security

Ideological and political education integrated throughout curriculum is an important means to
safeguard national political security. Ideology plays a vital role in the political stability of a
country, and the shaking of the regime is often first reflected in the ideological level. The "Hong
Kong violence" fully exposed the limitations of Hong Kong's ideological and political education,
especially the lack of national education. Through the course of ideology and politics, we can
strengthen students' national consciousness and national identity, so as to effectively resist the
penetration of external forces.

6.2. Implement Moral Education

Ideological and political education integrated throughout curriculum is also an important way
to implement the moral education. Education is not only the process of imparting knowledge,
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but also the process of cultivating students' ideological and moral development. By integrating
ideological and political education into various courses, we can educate people in all aspects,
so as to cultivate talents with both professional knowledge and noble character.

6.3. Shaping the Right Values

Ideological and political education integrated throughout curriculum is also the key to shaping
the correct values of young students. Young people are the core force to promote social
progress, and their values will directly affect the social development. Therefore, teachers
provide correct guidance in the critical period of the formation of young people's values, which
is crucial to construct a harmonious society. By integrating elements of ideological and political
education, teachers guide students to establish correct values, so as to avoid misunderstandings
and deviations in their thoughts.

6.4. Cultivating Critical Thinking and Independent Thinking

Finally, Ideological and political education integrated throughout curriculum helps to enhance
students' ability to make in-depth analyses as well as independent judgments when facing
problems. Although general education aims to cultivate students' ability to think independently,
there are many problems in Hong Kong's general education in practice, such as lack of
supervision of teaching materials and non-neutral stance of teachers. These problems have led
to students being easily guided by wrong ideas when receiving education. By incorporating
ideological and political elements, teachers can train students' critical thinking, independent
insight and decision-making abilities while imparting specialized knowledge.

7. The Application of Ideological and Political Education Integrated
Throughout Curriculum

Integrating Ideological and political education into English reading teaching can not only
improve students' foreign language ability, but also cultivate students' correct values. Next, the
author will analyze how to implement the new concept in English class by analyzing a specific
English reading teaching design case in middle school.

7.1. Establishment of Teaching Background and Objectives

First of all, teachers should focus on the teaching background of the course. The teaching
content of this case is taken from the reading content “The Wild Within” in Unit 6 “Survival” of
English Elective 2 of the Foreign Studies Edition for High Schools. This reading lesson aims to
combine the new concept so as to cultivate students' perseverance in the face of difficulties, the
sense of teamwork, and the attitude of respecting and protecting the natural environment. The
theme of the unit is closely centered on survival skills, which provides a good opportunity to
introduce ideological and political elements.

Next, the teacher should clarify the teaching goal of the lesson. In terms of language ability,
teachers should improve students' English reading comprehension and oral expression ability
to ensure that they can understand and express content related to survival skills. In terms of
ideological and political literacy, students are guided to think deeply about the relationship
between man and nature, enhance their awareness of environmental protection and social
responsibility, so that they can maintain a tenacious attitude in the face of difficulties, and have
a sense of teamwork. At the same time, in terms of cultural understanding, through comparing
the concept of “survival” in Chinese and Western cultures, students can enhance their
understanding and recognition of traditional Chinese culture. Finally, in terms of thinking skills,
students are encouraged to practice critical thinking and problem solving skills through
discussion and analysis, so that they can make informed decisions when faced with complex
situations.
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7.2. Selection and Utilization of Teaching Materials

The first step is to select the content of the teaching materials. The text “The Wild Within” is
rich in ideological connotation and thus becomes the core material of this teaching. In addition,
in order to enrich the classroom content and deepen students' understanding, teachers can also
introduce multimedia resources, such as video clips, photo albums and news reports and other
supporting materials.

The second step is to integrate the materials. By digging deeper into the content of the text,
teachers can insert the contents of ideological and political education at the right time while
explaining the language points, such as discussing the meaning of survival, the relationship
between human beings and nature and other topics. At the same time, teachers can select
multimedia resources. The application of multimedia resources makes some abstract concepts
more concrete and helps students accept new information better.

7.3. Design and Implementation of Teaching Activities
7.3.1. Lead-in Session

The teacher plays a short outdoor adventure video to attract students' attention and introduce
the topic of "survival", followed by the teacher's question "What would you do if you were lost
in the wild?" In this way, teachers lead students to have an initial discussions that stimulate
their curiosity and enthusiasm for participation.

7.3.2. Reading Comprehension Session

In this section, students first scan the passage quickly to understand the general idea and main
structure of the passage. Reading Comprehension (20 min.)

In this section, students first scan the passage quickly to understand the general idea and main
structure of the passage. Then, the students read the passage closely in sections. The teacher
guides the students to focus on the details in the passage. Then, the students discuss in groups
the following questions: "What survival skills are mentioned in the passage?" "What challenges
did the main character face?" "How did he overcome it?" "What did you learn?"

7.3.3. In-depth Discussion

The teacher organizes a small debate on the theme of “Should humans interfere with nature?”
Students are divided into groups and different groups were prepared to debate the pros and
cons respectively. At the end of the debate, the teacher will summarize and emphasize the
importance of harmonious coexistence between human beings and nature.

7.3.4. Extension Extension
Teachers can share the stories of famous explorers in Chinese and foreign history, organize
students to discuss the spiritual qualities they embody, and ask students to think about and

write down an important quality they want to cultivate in their future life, so as to connect
spiritual qualities to personal practice.

7.3.5. Teaching Reflection and Evaluation

At the end of the course, the teacher should record the teaching of the day, including which
parts of the lesson achieved the desired results and which parts of the lesson need to be
improved. Teachers can design a short questionnaire to know what students think of the course,
asking them what they like most, what they find most enlightening, and what they would like
to be strengthened.

8. Conclusion

To sum up, combining ideological and political education with English teaching in middle
schools can not only improve students' language skills, but also cultivate their intercultural
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communication ability and shape their correct values. This kind of teaching integration goes
beyond the simple language teaching and becomes a comprehensive quality education, that is,
promoting the all-round development of students through language learning.
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